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Sir: 

This is a preliminary amendment in the referenced application. Please amend the 
application as follows. 

IN THE ABSTRACT: 

Replace the originally filed abstract with the following abstract: 

A communication system including a transmitter, a receiver, and a serial link, in 
which encoded data (e.g., encoded video data and encoded auxiliary data) are transmitted 
from the transmitter to the receiver. The serial link can but need not be a TMDS or TMDS- 
like link. In typical embodiments, alternating bursts of encoded video data and encoded 
auxiliary data are transmitted over each of one or more channels of the link. Other aspects of 
the invention are transmitters for use in encoding data for transmission over a serial link, and 
methods for sending encoded data over a serial link. In accordance with the invention, the 
data to be transmitted are encoded using a subset (sometimes referred to as a selected set of 
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